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The formation of Tokachi
- In the Beginning -
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Changes in Nature and the Flow of Time
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nature and the flow of time
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Birth of the Hidaka Mountains
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The land moves at an invisibly slow pace,

About 40 million years ago the Okhotsk
and Eurasian tectonic plates collided. The
two plates pushing against each other
formed, around 10 million years
graphical feature that later became the

Mountain
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about 10 million years ago
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Era of the Inland sea
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about 0.9 to 5 million years ago
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Between 900,000 and 5 million years ago
there was an inland sea in Tokachi. The

Tokachigaoka Park s located near the
centre of this inland sea.
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Hokdaido heriage  Moor Hot Springs
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‘about 700,000 to 900,000 years ago
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About 20000 vars ago. the widesr
in Tokachi, duc to the influence

nic eruptions, crustal deformation A
and the like, changed to form lagoons and N

due to imtltation through this ayer of
lignite and peat.
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Period of Plain Formation
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about 10,000 to 700,000 years ago
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‘Around 700,000 years ago, due to the force
of the techtonic plates, the south face of
the Hidaka Range once again began to be
vigorously el ones and crumbled
rock fragments from its high peaks were
carried downstream by a river. This
Sediment flled in the lakes and wetlands in
the middle of Tokachi. The river

reached to the ocean and the To

was born,
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Great Disasters in the Paleolithic Age

‘About 40,000 years ag
erupted and the Tokachi was covered with
volcanic ash. The period of desert land lasted
for more than 10,000 years. By the time some

tion started (0 grow, humans we
lving i he area Abou 13000 yeas g

 Eniwa erupted and a desert spread
irough Tokacht agan. 1 wouldhave ben a
great disaster for people of that time.
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about 16,000 to 18,000 years ago
and about 30,000 to 40,000 years ago
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‘The Period from Jomon to Ainu
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About 2,500 years ago, the Yayo culture,
centered on rice cultivation, began on the

main sland of Japan, Honshu. However, in
Hokkaido's cold climate, hunting and
gathering culture continued and eventually
formed the Ainu culture. For the people of
that time, rivers were very important. Rivers
provided ways for transportation, water
necessary for living and food such as salmon,
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Rapid development of the farming land
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From the Meiji era o the Taisho era,
Hokkaido's development of farming land
advanced rapidly. Despite a harsh
environment of cold winters and flooding,
people, in a mere 20 years or so, converted
forests and wetlands to farmable land and

r developed it. As a result Tokachi
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Meiji 29 (1896)
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From the Period of Pioneering to the Present.
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from about 1900 to the present day




